
Black Heart
2018

Composed By Tom Weeks
For Ricardo Descalzo

Dedicated To The Memory Of Cecil Taylor

Notes:
-Boxes indicate indeterminate/improvised material.
-~[X]”/' indicates approximate duration in seconds (“) and minutes 
(').
-The spoken word sections (at rehearsal mark “D”) should be recited 
in an unaffected, normal speaking voice, with an unhurried cadence, 
and without theatrics.
-Freely improvised material (usually indicated by slashes) is left to
the discretion of the performer, however, it is ideal if improvised 
musical material relates to the pre-composed material. Improvisation 
should generally be high energy (loud, fast, and highly chromatic). 
Improvised material can also be drawn directly from the pre-composed 
sections, if desired.
-Headless stems indicate indeterminate pitches. The rhythm of these 
passages is also indeterminate.
-Rectangles covering approximate pitch ranges (usually marked “with 
fist(s)”) indicate clusters to be played with closed fists.
-The performer is free to use any fingering they think best. Notes in
the treble clef may be played with the left hand and vice versa.
-Any elements of the improvised/indeterminate passages that are not 
detailed in the score (dynamics, pedaling, register, etc.) are left 
to the discretion of the performer.
-Wrong notes are OK.
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Pno.

~1'.
Freely alternate between cells A, B, & C.
Play continuously, without pause.

A

  


   
3

# of attacks/rhythm 
          ad. lib.

Cell A
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Cell B

~0.5-1.5"
pitches/rhythms ad. lib.



 



Cell C
~0.5-3"
everything ad. lib.
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Improvise ~15"
Very high energy
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Depress pedal slowly.
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~30".






Let ring 
until inaudible
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Pno.            

~45".
Play through all pitches (any register) in order once.
Simultaneity of consecutive pitches (chords/clusters) OK.
Rhythm ad. lib. 
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until inaudible
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Black Heart

Speak:

Me miserable.
Which way shall I fly.

Speak:

Infinite wrath and
infinite despair.
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Improvise ~5"
with given pitches (any register)
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Black Heart

Speak:

Which way I fly is 
hell.

Myself am hell.

Speak:

And in the lowest deep a lower 
deep,

Still threatening to devour me,
opens wide,

To which the hell I suffer seems a 
Heaven
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Continue improvising 
in a similar fashion.
Approximately within
this octave:
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Improvise with given pitches (any register)
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Let ring 
until inaudible
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Improvise ~15"
Very high energy 
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